From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 

From: "James P. Rybak" <jrybak@mesa5.Mesa.Colorado.EDU> 

Subject: "Soft" Detector Tubes 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9601011408 .B11198-0100000@mesa5.mesa.colorado.edu> 


I know that the UV200 and UX200 were "soft" detector tubes. (They did 
not have a "hard" vacuum.) Can anyone tell me what other varieties of 
"soft" detector tubes were used in the early 1920's? For instance, what 
about the UV199, UX199, WD11, etc.? 


Thanks. 


Jim Rybak WOKSD 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: EKnobloch@aol.com 

Subject: Re: 30S-1 filament voltage 

Message-ID: <960101170752_28972479@emout05.mail.aol.com> 


> Jim Condon ADA4YM jcondon@polaris.cv.nrao.edu measured the heater voltage 
on his 30S-1, to check his panel meter calibration. He found that he's 
getting a high heater voltage, about 6.35 volts, with the built-in heater 
voltage adjust resistor all the way in. He wonders if this will shorten the 
heater life of the tube. 


I would say running it like this would shorten tube life, but not because of 
outright failure of the heater of the 4CX1000A. With the heater run at too 
high a voltage, the cathode will run hot. The oxide coated cathode will have 
a faster migration of its barium oxide coating. In addition to lower cathode 
current availability due to loss of the coating, when the control grid gets 
some of this barium, it will develop higher grid current. This could be 
serious in a tube like the 4CX1000A which is rated at "zero" grid current. 


I would add an additional resistor in the primary of the filament 
transformer, as Jim suggested. The tube's heater is rated at 6.0V. Assuming 
a tolerance of +/- 5%, the permitted heater voltage range is 5.7 to 6.3V. I 
would shoot for, say, 5.8 or 5.9 V under load for longest life, allowing for 
the line voltage to droop a bit with the amplifier operated at full power. 


When you are looking around for a spare tube for the 30S-1, it would pay to 
look for an Eimac 4CX1500B tube. It has a more rugged control grid, and has 
much better linearity figures. It will plug right into the 30S-1 in place of 
the 4CX1000A. 


73 
Ed K4PF  eknobloch@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: wOogh@ix.netcom.com (Larry Godek) 

Subject: 348 light control 

Message-ID: <199601011430.GAA12034@1ix11.ix.netcom. com> 


I picked up a BC-348Q last week that is missing the "DIAL LIGHTS" 
dimmer pot. Book sez its about 200 ohms at 4 watts. Anybody got a 
junker with one of them in it that I could obtain for a paltry sum? 


As an added item to this garble, I have a Stancor transformer A-4711. 
My Stancor book is apparently to old to list this lil thing. Anyone 
out there have the specs on it? 


Hope every one of you has a wonderful 1996. In other words, seasons 
greetings to all and your respective families. 


Larry WOOGH@ix.netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: pmills@cyberhouse.com (Phil Mills) 

Subject: ?? R5 matching box circuit ?? 

Message-ID: <199601012136.PAA04136@ns.cyberhouse. com> 


Does anyone have a circuit diagram for the matching box that goes at the bottom 
of a Cushcraft R5 vertical antenna that they could share with me? 


Mine was damaged (more like destroyed) in a lightning strike. I just took 
the antenna down and believe it is salvagable but I need to either rebuild 
the matching box or buy a new one. I'm going to call Cushcraft tomorrow to 
see if I can buy a replacement from them but somehow I'm not optimistic 
about the price. While the torroids in the old box look okay, it appears 
that one or more small components are missing, probably caps, and it also 
appears that sections of the foil on the board are also missing....in short, 
there is no way to discern a circuit diagram from what's left. 


thanks for any help, 
Phil 


Phil Mills, AB5TH 


pmills@cyberhouse.com 
713-482-2763 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: daleh@skypoint.com (Dale A. Hagert) 

Subject: Ant. Tuner 

Message-ID: <mOtwWnxE-00050xC@skypoint. com> 


I have an antenna tuner with the following nomenclature: 
Tuning Unit, Antenna BC939-B 

New Nomenclature 

Tuner, Radioi< Frequency 

TN-339/GR 

Per MWO-11-5820-257-30/1 


It looks like someone tried to change the wiring. It is in good condition 
so I would like to restore it to original condition. If anyone has any 
information such as a schematic, I would appreciate it. I also have a 
supply of new replacement roller inductors for it. They appear to be about 
120 uhy's 

Thanks Dale 

Dale A. Hagert NMOH 

3881 Serpentine Circle 

Eagan, MN 55122 

612-688-7155 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: EKnobloch@aol.com 

Subject: Collins 30L-1 modification 

Message-ID: <960101170753_28972513@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


I've heard of a modification to the 30L-1 which adds series resistors in the 
B+ line, and a varistor across the bias supply. The idea is that if the 
plate shorts to the control grid of one of the 811A's (a common failure mode 
of cheap 811A's in the 30L-1), the varistor will conduct, protecting the bias 
supply. The added resistor in the B+ will act as a fuse, protecting the 
power transformer from damage. Does anyone have any details about this mod? 


Ed K4PF  eknobloch@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: "Manuel A. Maseda WF1J" <mmaseda@Packet.Net> 


Subject: Collins AN/ARC-27 Info 
Message-ID: <30E80E76.34DC@packet.net> 


I have a book containing Collins News Letters 1 thru 11 for the ARC-27. 
Anyone have any use for these? 


Manuel WF1J 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: BC348@aol.com 

Subject: Drake AC4 help and TR4Cw info 

Message-ID: <960101131120_28784783@mail02.mail.aol.com> 


Happy new year all, 

Santa was late and forgot to drop off the Drake TR4Cw and AC4 
supply until last night. The power supply had been sitting up for some time. 
The caps in the power supply are leaking black gunk from the tops of the 
cans(C1 and C2) and the others are suspect because the cardboard cap covers 
have that stained look. Now I am looking for a source for the caps to 
rebuild the power supply. (C1,C2,C3,C4 and C5). Any leads would be great. 
I seem to remember a recent post about someone rebuilding their AC4 power 
supply. 

Production figures on the TR4Cw? Anyone have a rough estimate? 


Thanks in advance, Bill, ACA4ALC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: BC348@aol.com 

Subject: RE: Drake AC4 help and TR4Cw info 

Message-ID: <199601011943.LAAQ0175@ix.ix.netcom.com> 


>Production figures on the TR4Cw? Anyone have a rough estimate? 


I have a TR-4Cw that I got new in August of 1977 (a decent rig for a 12 
year old novice). The serial number is 43954 and it was one of the 
first out with RIT. I believe that the TR7 came out in the spring of 
1978, so if yours is one with RIT, I would be interested in comparing 
serial numbers to possibly "date" the rig. 


Rob Peebles, WD8LXX 
Dublin, Ohio 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 

From: "Roy C. Pollitt" <76161.2377@compuserve.com> 

Subject: FOR SALE: Collins Journal (1994-1995) 

Message-ID: <960101184229_76161.2377_GHM110-1@CompuServe. COM> 


FOR SALE: 


All issues of the Collins Journal (JAN 94 thru DEC 95) 
except for FEB 94 .... 


$ 15.00 includes shipping via parcel post 
e-mail your acceptance to 76161.2377@CompuServe.com 


Roy C. Pollitt KD4HC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Free Toobs 

Message-ID: <53501.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


Greetings all - best wishes for '96! 


This weekend I had the chance to clean out a former TV & radio repair 
shop. The booty included several boxes of tubes. I can't claim to be 
a tube expert but it seems to me that most of them are intended for TV 
service. I was about to toss ‘em, but then remembered certain 
whisperings here on the list concerning older, valve-strewn TV sets 
that may be in the posession of some of you. I'd hate to see these 
tubes hit the trash if there's a chance they could be put to good use. 


There appear to be several dozen in the cache, everything from 7-pin 
miniatures like 3BC5, 6U8, 636 and 1R5 to high voltage types like 1B3, 
9 pin novals 6BK7A and 12AT7 to fat ol' octals like 25DN6 and 19AU4. 
Some ore obviously used, others appear to be NIB. 


No guarantee on any of these, of course, and I can't catalog ‘em for 
you. But I *xam*x willing to put as many as possible in tube boxes and 
send the whole shebang free for the cost of shipping to anyone 
interested. I'll even throw in an assortment of caps from mylar to 
electrolytic. 


Please let me know soon as neighborhood cleaning day is coming up at 
the end of the week! 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT N6VS- ex-WA2BJK 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: SOUNDNMIND@aol.com 
Subject: FS/TRADE ART-13 
Message-ID: <951231174127_28306221@emout04.mail.aol.com> 


BA GANG..... 


HD eceee oa. I recently purchased a ART-13 WITH POWER PLUG. Unit is more of a 
parts box but it is all there incl. tubes. Unit appears to have been in 
service sometime in the not too distant past. Under the top lid it looks good 
and can be cleaned up. I have no books or tuning manual. But I do have some 
modification info with unit. Will trade for certain audio equipment or make 
me an offer (preferably in Virginia) 


73 
Dee, W4PNT 
Nr Waynesboro, Va.. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Funny L'il Shure Mic FS 

Message-ID: <72629.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


This Shure Bros. microphone is round, 2" across by 1" deep, apparently 
intended to be hand-held, brown plastic case with brown cloth covered 
lead terminated in a 1/4" phone plug. Light brown grill cloth behind 
grill of 3 vertical and 3 horizontal bars. Possible model number 
CA91C stamped on the back. No info on the type of element or 
impedance. Looks like it was intended for use with a home recorder or 
maybe a PA. Physical condition is good to excellent. 


Anyone interested in this item for something in the neighborhood of 
$10 plus shipping from San Francisco? 


Dick Dillman 


WPE2VT N6VS- ex-WA2BIK 

<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: Richard Thorpe <rthorpe@westworld.com> 

Subject: Hallicrafters s-38 

Message-ID: <30E7DAA9.5A80@westworld. com> 


This weekend I bought a Hallicrafters S 38 at a swap meet for a 
small amount. Though crude (6 tubes AC/DC ) it is in superb 
condition (cardboard allignment tag still on the bottom). I remember 
this radio as a kid but can anyone out ther tell me the specifics? 
Also is an alignment procedure avaliable? This thing is dead above 
10megs.. It look great in my living room and pulls in the BBC in 
5975 with ease. Thanks for any info. 


P.S. looking for "late" SP 600 for my dad 


Richard Thorpe KD6LAZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: gcr2@po.CWRU.Edu (George C. Rybicki) 

Subject: Hallicrafters S20R info? 

Message-ID: <199601010249.VAA16637@christopher.INS.CWRU.Edu> 


Hello, I am restoring a Hallicrafters S20R and have some questions for the 
experts here on the list. First I assume this radio is 1940's vintage, am I 
correct? Secondly I have identified all the tubes except the audio output 

tube, one of only 2 glass tubes in the set, I suspect it is a 6F6 or 

6V6GT but the markings are worn off, does anyone know what it actually is? 
Lastly can anyone help out with a schematic, alignment instructions or 

acopy of the manual (will pay copy and postage costs). I read the FAQ and 

will try some sources there next week. The radio is working and sounding 
pretty nice and except for badly yellowed dial windows is in pretty nice shape. 
Thanks in advance for the help. George KE8YX 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: Terry Burge <terrybu@netman.ENS.TEK.COM> 

Subject: Re: Hallicrafters S20R info? 

Message-ID: <9601010301.AA00744@netman.ENS.TEK.COM> 


George, 


The Hallicrafter S20R Sky Champion is listed as 1939-45 so 
you are right there. The tubes are as follows: 


6SK7 RF amp 

6K8 Converter 
2-6SK7 IF Amps 
6SQ7 Det/AVC/AF1 
6H6 Noise Limiter 
6J5 BFO 

6F6 AF out 3 watts 
80 Rect 


Can't help with the schematic but IF you have a large library 
around you should be able to fine a Riders with it. 


Terry 
KI7M 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: hagelin@magi.com (Richard Brisson) 

Subject: Re: Ham Radio Books (FS) 

Message-ID: <199601011632.LAA12297@infoweb.magi.com> 


FYB. Message below was posted in the rec/books newsgroup. 


Richard. 


>Arnold Galina (amazonut@ix.netcom.com) writes: 
For Sale as a single lot: 


YOUR PACKET COMPANION 

YOUR RTTY/AMTOR COMPANION 

DXCC COMPANION 

MORSE CODE-The essential language 
GATEWAY TO PACKET RADIO 

The COMPLETE DX'ER 

THE ARRL OPERATING MANUAL 

WORLDWIDE HAM-SHORTWAVE RADIO ATLAS 
AMATEUR RADIO ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Total $50.00 plus shipping ¥{ All books are in great shape} 


Arnie Galina 
PO BOX 705 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


> Randolph, MA 02368 
> (508) 586-0844 


> 

Collector of CRYPTO and IFF Gear (or almost anything to do 
HAGELIN GRETAG HEBERN with codes/ciphers) 
KLEINSCHMIDT ENIGMA KRYHA Richard Brisson: 
GEHEIMSCHRIBER M209 A,B,C,D hagelin@magi.com 

TYPEX, CRYPTO AG, TELETYPE Corp bkO82@freenet.carleton.ca 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Heath TC-1 Sold 

Message-ID: <90594.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


The Heath TC-1 tube checker has found a new home. Thanks for all the 
inquiries. 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT N6VS_ ex-WA2BIK 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: Bill Meara <74537.1100@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Re: Homebrew Firebottles 

Message-ID: <960101122112 74537 .1100_EHH30-2@CompuServe. COM> 


Jerry: 


Thanks for the comments on Clinton DeSoto's description of the intrepid ham of 
the 1920's. I know what you mean about finding it hard to believe that the lad 
was homebrewing tubes better than those that were commercially made, but while 
looking through Eugene Rippen's new book "Tube Type Transmitters Guide" I came 
across a sentence that fortified my faith in the homebrewer's skill (and 
DeSoto's accuracy). Rippen writes: "The tubes offered in these first 
manufactured rigs were pretty much just heavier duty triode receiving tubes. By 
1926 the 10 type tubes (10, 210, 510) were becoming popular for RF amplifiers." 
Could it be that our hero succeeded in turning out an RF amplifier tube that 
performed better than the receiving tubes that were being employed prior to 


1926? 


BTW, a look through "200 Meters and Down" yielded many other ham-history gems. 
I was particularly pleased to read of the exploits of one Ivan O'Meara (a 
distant relative no doubt) who participated in the early DX tests from New 
Zealand. So it may be that radio has a genetic component - when I was a kid, 
my grandmother noted that I was "electrically inclined"! 


Happy New Year! 

73! Bill N2CQR/HI8 

74537 .1100@compuserve.com 

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

Running: HT-37, 2-B, HW-101, HQ-100 (with SP-600 
and SX-43 awaiting repairs) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: KWDouglas@aol.com 

Subject: Re: How Soon We Forget 

Message-ID: <951231235301_28536965@mail04.mail.aol.com> 


>sources for copper 


Once upon a time (in the Late Boatanchor Epoc) I found a 20' high 
"mountain" of unused reject printed circuit board material at a scrap 
metal reclaimer. I picked out about 5 undamaged, doublesided 

12"x18" pieces. It was really thin, flimsy phenolic junk unusable 
for its intended purpose. The boss gave the pieces to me rather 

than to have to do the paper work. Now that we are settled in a new 
home for wayward boatanchors, I intend to use it as a super, low 
impedance "ground plane" under the boatanchors. Short pieces of 
copper STRAP will be soldered to the "ground plane" and lead to 

the boatanchor grounding posts. From there a nice wide strap will 
lead about 4' to the FIRST ground rod. (Now if I can just figure out 
a way to quick-disconnect that strap from all that OK lightning 
outside!) Nothing but the best for my boatanchors! 


Kent, K9JCR, Sallisaw, OK 
KwWDouglas@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: wOogh@ix.netcom.com (Larry Godek) 

Subject: IRE Proceedings. 

Message-ID: <199601011435 .GAA25031@1x13.ix.netcom. com> 


Another thing I picked up in Cal. last week was a stack of books called 


"Proceedings of the Institute of Radio Engineers. These are dated 
1928, 29, 31, 32, 33 and 34. Fascinating reading with articles on the 
developement of early LF navigation systems, antennas, tubes, crystal 
oscillators to name a few. Does anyone else have any of these books 
from the 30's and 40's era? I'd like to have more of them if they are 
around. 


Larry WOOGH@ix.netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 

From: Jacqueline Herman <jherman@sierra.net> 

Subject: My New DX-60 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.951231184611 .23247C -100000@diamond> 


Hi Gang, 

An elderly ham down the street *gavex me a DX-60B xmtr + HG-10 VFO 
and I'm having a ball with them! I'm really impressed with the 
stability of the HG-10. One question though: I don't have a TR 
relay so going from xmt to rcv is done manually (including removing 
the rcvr ant lead each time I xmt); should the HG-10 be placed in 
STANDBY during receive or is it okay to leave it in OPERATE? I 
believe the B+ is removed from the HG-10 while the DX-60 is in 
STANDBY. I already have enough dials to turn and wires to clip 

in going from xmt to rcv so it'd be nice not to have one more 
thing to do... 


HNY to all and have fun tonight on SKN! 


73 from Hawaii (even though I'm in Nevada...), 
Jef£ NH6IL\7 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 

From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org> 

Subject: Need info: AN/GRR-4 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.960101120646.28535A-100000@coyote.rain.org> 


Fred Chesson is looking for any information on the AN/GRR-4. Does anyone 
know anything about this beast? He's also still looking for any 


information on the SCR-838. 


VB kegs Ray Mote, W6RIC <rmote@rain.org> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: BillSorsby@aol.com 

Subject: Original D-104 Ad 

Message-ID: <960101103307_28695340@emout05.mail.aol.com> 


Greetings BoatAnchorites; 


In looking through November 1933 QST, I noticed an ad for the D-104 
microphone which appears to be the original ad for this microphone. 


"There IS Something New Under the Sun 
It's the PIEZO-ASTATIC Crystal Microphone 


'A highly developed general purpose microphone rug- 

gedly constructed having excellent frequency response. 
Cannot be overloaded acoustically. No adjustments re- 
quired. No carbon rush or internal noise. No blasting or 
freezing; no button or field current; no polarizing voltage. 
Connects direct to grid or may be used with matching 
transformer. Chrome plated, 3" diameter, 1" thick, with 

6 £t shielded cord. 


"THE MOST PRACTICAL MICROPHONE EVER OFFERED 
Licensed under Brush Development Company patents 


'Type D-104 SUSPENSION OR 
STAND MOUNTING 


‘LIST PRICE $17.50 
'ASTATIC MICROPHONE LABORATORY, INC. 


Youngstown, Ohio 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: KWDouglas@aol.com 

Subject: Re: Radio Club of America 

Message-ID: <951231235316_28537097@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


>Can anyone tell me if the Radio Club of America still exists? 


Jim, I'm happy to report that the Radio Club of America is alive 
and fit at the age of 86 years! The publication is "Proceedings 


It says: 


Of The Radio Club of America." As a matter of fact the spring 
issue had some photos of some early boatanchors era military 
gear in a Carlsbad, CA, collection covering WW's I & II. 


The Executive Secretary of RCA may be reached at: P.O Box 
86, Glen Rock, NJ 07452. Email and/or phone unknown. 


Kent, K9JCR 
KWDouglas@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Simpson 260 Question 

Message-ID: <55420.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


Another item from the former repair shop was a Simpson 260 VOM. A 
nice addition to the bench, I thought, until opening it and finding 
the batteries had been left in it for a decade or two. Still, it 
looks repairable. My question concerns the removal of the AA 
batteries. 


These are installed on the same plastic back plate as the easily 
removed D cell, two horizontal and two vertical. They appear to be 
held in place by a plastic cover on the inside of the back plate, 
facing the meter movement. It would probably be obvious to others but 
I can't see how one is supposed to get ‘em out without disassembling 
the whole meter. Can any 260 experts out there help? 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT N6VS_ ex-WA2BJK 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: Terry Burge <terrybu@netman.ENS.TEK.COM> 

Subject: SX-71 problems 

Message-ID: <9601010254.AA00525@netman.ENS.TEK.COM> 


Well, 

Just seems like I can't win with this radio. I found a poor 
6BA6 RF amp tube and got the radio working sort of well. Then I started 
checking resistors and found several 3300 ohm and some others that were 
out of tolerance, so I started shotgunning them out. Turned it back on 


and my audio is almost none existant...its there but just barely. Strange 
part about the whole thing is the radio appears to be receiving better 
judging by how the S-meter is indicating it is receiving signals and 
much better now. When I first turned it on after changing the resistors 
the audio came up for just a second then died way down. 

Get the sensitivity fixed and the audio goes out. Can't win 
with this one. 


Terry 
KI7M 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Toobe Be... Gone! 

Message-ID: <56501.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


Wow, I guess there is a lot more interest in old TV tubage than I 
thought. In any case, the free tubes have been spoken for. Thanks 
for all the inquiries. 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT N6VS_ ex-WA2BIK 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: lbbarley@southwind.net (Bruce Barley) 

Subject: Re: Tube Testers 

Message-ID: <199512312220.QAAQ9900@onyx.southwind.net> 


Back in olden times, and I'm speaking primarily about the days of thoriated 
tungsten tube filaments, it wasn't uncommon for a well used tube to light up 
just fine, but have very low emission due to depletion of the thoriated 
filament coating which was the active source of free emitted electrons. By 
lowering the filament voltage a smidge, if the emission of the tube dropped 
by a significant amount, you could be fairly sure that tube was on its' last 
legs. This enabled the radio repairman to possibly make an extra sale to 
the customer, and give the customer some bit of assurance that he would be 
less likely to have a problem in the near future. When indirectly heated 
cathodes became the common tube in radios & tv's this problem became much 
less important, as the indirectly heated cathode had much more surface area 
and hence, much more of the active coating to emit electrons. It became 


much more common to find tubes that were defective because of gas, or 
shorting rather than because of low emission {read: old age}. 


Now, then. For anyone reading this who has gotten this far, QUESTION: What 
ever became of the THOUSANDS of upright, cabinet style drug-store and 
grocery store tube testers? When I was a pup, almost every grocery and 
virtually every drug store had one. If you've ever seen one you'll know 
what I'm talking about - the cabinet stood 4 or 5 feet high, had a readout 
meter as big as your hand spread out on the table, and had several large 
locked storage drawers for tubes. As the wise ones have said, "Everything 
is somewhere." I'm going to feel real bad if they've all been turned into 
landfill. Any one have any ideas? I haven't seen one of these critters 
running around loose in at least the last twenty five years! 


Ah, well. Happy New Years, All. Be careful of what you wish for... you may 
get it! 


73's 


Bruce - KBOPZD 
lbbarley@southwind.net 


>Hey Gang, 

> Hope everyone is having a good newyear, I finaly found a tube tester! Was 
===SNIP 

>... OH, what 

>does the "Life Test" switch do? Other than that happy hangovers to all. 

> 

>73, 

> Greg 

> KE4000 

> gregp@mis.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: Re: Tube Testers 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.951231204831 .25871A-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Sun, 31 Dec 1995, Greg Parsons A.K.A. Rat wrote: 


OH, what 
> does the "Life Test" switch do? Other than that happy hangovers to all. 


Usually the life test switch lowers the filament voltage. On the Hickok 
600A I have, there is no switch for that but they have you drop the 


filament voltage to the next lowest switch position, then if it still 
reads "GOOD" then it will work under adverse conditions (like lower 
line voltage). 


73 de Bob, K9EUI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 

From: doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com (DENNIS DOONAN X6916 (KG9DO) ) 
Subject: Re: Tube Testers 

Message-ID: <9601011307 .AA09936@etn. com> 


I've been seeing those darn things turn up in the midwest--both at 
ham fests and at flea markets. The average price has been around 
$200!!!) 
Nostalgia has its price. 
Happy '96 and good DX to all. 
Dennis, KG9DO doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: whittyd@nbnet.nb.ca (Don Whitty) 

Subject: Viking Ranger Info Sought 

Message-ID: <9601011824 .AA56363@darwin.nbnet.nb.ca> 


Helse c:s 


I am new to the list. It has been recommended by a number of people in 
other places where I looked for info. 


I have a Johnson Viking Ranger which I picked up for $40.00 while on a trip 

to Newfoundland. I found a real interesting place that had a ton of surplus 
and old radio stuff. The radio is practically flawless and I have had it on 

the air on cw. It is very stable and the output appears about right. 


I do have a few questions however... 

1. I am looking for a manual. When I have asked this question in other 
places, I have been asked if it is a Viking I or II. It simply says Johnson 
Viking Ranger on it. Am I then to assume it is a I? What is the 


difference? (I still don't have a manual or schmatic!) 


..BTW at the same place I also picked up a very good HRO 60... I plan to 
use them as a pair. Any comments/suggestions? Are they near the same vintage? 


2. What would make a good Mic for this rig. I have only used it on cw thus 


far. What is the wiring configuration for the 2 pin (mic)plug on the back? 


3. The sticker on the back says EF Johnson, Waseca, Minn. USA and has a 
serial number of 65094. Can this # provide me with any info? 


3.5. Just above the grommet for the power cord there are three holes. I 
looks like something was there asn removed. What was (is) it? 


4. Also on the back is a CW 1/4 " jack, the 2 pin mic connector (I guess), 
a UHF connector (S0239...is this original?) and a socket. This socket has 
the following pins shorted... 

7&8 6&2 3&5 

What purpose does this accomplish? 

What else can be done with this socket? Is there a relay to mute the 
receiver? Which ones? 


5. How much power should I expect from this rig? 


I would appreciate some help with these questions and apologize for the 
longwinded diatribe. 


Happy New Year! 


Don Whitty 
VE9XX 


Don Whitty 
Dept. Head Distance Learning (Acting) 9 '---------- ; 
New Brunswick Community College / 
Miramichi Campus Ot 
Miramichi, NB |-/ 
Canada in nent mr me ne re ne me 
E1N 3W4 
"Fish the Mighty Miramichi!" 


whittyd@nbnet.nb.ca 
(506)778-6632 (vox) 
(506)778-6690 (fax) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: SOUNDNMIND@aol.com 

Subject: WTB RCA RX ID, INFO 

Message-ID: <951231174125 28306186@mail06.mail.aol.com> 


Hi BA'its 

Anyone know RCA that can help me with info on a (navy) Rx RCA CRV-46148-D 
receiver (contract 52028)? This is not in Moore's book and I know little 
about RCA so I havn't a clue. Is this unit desireable or have any unique 
qualities? For sure it is big, navy gray, and 2 piece(no speaker) and in 
excellent condition. Any idea what its worth? 

Thanks.... 

Dee, W4PNT 

Nr Waynesboro, VA. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jan 1 16:40:18 1996 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Re: WTB RCA RX ID, INFO 

Message-ID: <73585.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


On Sun, 31 Dec 1995 18:26:57 -0600 (CST), 
SOUNDNMIND@aol.com <SOUNDNMIND@aol.com> wrote: 


>Anyone know RCA that can help me with info on a (navy) Rx RCA CRV-46148-D 
>receiver (contract 52028)? 


Greetings, Dee. The CRV-46148 is otherwise known as the RBC, a four 
band receiver covering 4.0 to 27.0 Mc/s. I consider mine, stacked 
here with the companion RBA (CFT-46154) and RBB (CRV-46147) quite 
desireable. 


When you mention two pieces, I assume you're referring to the 
companion CRV-20130 power supply. If the large, armored cable to 
connect the two is available, so much the better. 


What are they worth? Ah, only you can answer that. But if you have a 
strong back and the place for this radio, it would certainly add to 
your legend in BA circles. 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT N6VS- ex-WA2BIK 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


